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I. Summary  
 
This paper proposes the development of an integrative, immersive, and diverse place-
based undergraduate program focused on the nature, culture, and economics of the 
Northern Forest region of New York, Vermont, New Hampshire, and Maine. Such a 
program in Northern Forest Studies capitalizes on a developing inter-institutional 
dialogue begun in November, 2008 within the framework of the Northern Forest Higher 
Education Resource Network (NFHERN) to draw on existing offerings in colleges and 
universities across the region in the framework of a broad, regional consortium of 
programs and courses. This consortium would create greater opportunity for a wide range 
of constituencies:  
 

• For students to study in and about the Northern Forest  
• For faculty to collaborate across institutional boundaries and enrich both research 

and teaching  

• For institutions of higher education to leverage their regional identity and increase 
visibility among potential students, staff, and funding opportunities  

• For Northern Forest communities to highlight their unique identities, to retain and 
create incentives for secondary school graduates to integrate their expertise and 
life experience into a college-level program, and to host a larger number of 
students and faculty interested in the issues facing Northern Forest communities.  

The unique nature of the Northern Forest Studies program -- what would effectively be 
the first bioregionally-focused higher education consortium in existence -- is its use of a 
distributed learning model whereby students enrolled in the program would be students of 
the consortium itself and not of any single institution. This would free students to pursue 
their studies at appropriate member institutions across the region.  
 
 
II. Developing Region-Based Learning Opportunities  
   
NFHERN has identified a tangible need for increased active and purpose-driven 
collaboration among the diversity of higher education institutions in the Northern Forest 
region. Specifically, the NFHERN Steering Committee agrees that:  
 

We need to think creatively about how to make our communities, 
environment and economy more resilient to the great challenges of our 
time.  Higher education can and should play an even more important role 
in this goal by being an engine for economic growth, training the future 
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leaders of the region, strengthening regional identities, developing new 
products, business models, and enhancing arts and cultural offerings. Yet 
as a sector, higher education is confronted with its own challenges.  Our 
students bear a high debt burden and family support is dwindling due to 
the decline in home equity and the threat of job losses.  In this changing 
global environment, our colleges and universities are challenged to find 
new ways to be relevant to the interests of communities while balancing 
dwindling endowments, rising operations costs, reduced state funding, and 
out-migration of the population. Creative thinking and collaboration are 
needed to secure the future of higher education and the communities we 
serve. . . .  

Colleges and universities play a unique role in society and have enormous 
potential for stimulating community vitality.  We are centers for academic 
study, community engagement, public policy development, workforce 
development, and the creative arts.  Colleges often contribute valuable 
resources to community and economic development initiatives across the 
region.  Through more effective collaboration and sharing of knowledge, 
colleges and universities will be more effective in these development 
activities and play an even stronger leadership role in the rural renaissance 
of the northern border region.  

Toward this end, a principal goal of the proposed Northern Forest Studies program is to 
encourage both secondary and beginning post-secondary students to engage in 
meaningful study of the social, cultural, environmental, and economic attributes and 
issues that help to define the 30 million acre Northern Forest region.  
 
In order to support such a goal, it will be necessary to continue to foster collaborative 
relationships and open communication and to facilitate student exchange, coursework 
transfer, and faculty collaboration among participating institutions, which, for the 
purposes of this proposal include institutions participating in the Northern Forest Higher 
Education Resource Network (NFHERN) Steering Committee which are located in the 
Northern Forest region. These colleges and universities, Paul Smith’s College (NY), 
Sterling College (VT), Lyndon State College (VT), University of Maine at Fort Kent, 
University of Maine at Farmington, Plymouth State University (NH), and White 
Mountains Community College (NH), comprise approximately 10,000 students and 
hundreds of areas of study. These academic areas, major offerings, and programs 
represent a diverse cross section of higher education that is integrates place-based assets 
unique to the Northern Forest region. Additionally, an number of other institutions of 
higher education in the region – both in the United States and Canada – could potentially 
add a range of courses and learning experiences complementary to a Northern Forest 
Studies program.  
 
In many cases, the programs offered by these institutions already hold pieces of an 
integrative program that addresses a broad range of focus areas related to the study of the 
Northern Forest. Making these disparate offerings available to students as a 
comprehensive program makes it possible to build a robust, multifaceted, and unique 
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learning opportunity. A cursory listing of appropriate course offerings at the seven 
colleges and universities listed above (see appendix) yields upwards of 80 individual 
courses along with institutes and programs that offer prospective students more than 280 
credit hours of coursework within a number of different areas.  
 
In addition to the course-based learning experiences offered at different participating 
campuses, students in the NFS program could benefit from a structured internship with 
any number of regional non-profit organizations – from the Northern Forest Center to 
Northwoods Stewardship Center to The Center for Northern Woodlands Education to 
state-based land trusts and conservation organizations. A structured and academically 
integrated internship program would benefit students as well as regional non-profits and 
the communities they serve. Integrating classroom and field-based education with work 
experience and community service though regional advocacy, education, and 
conservation organizations, the NFS program could provide opportunity for students to 
put knowledge into practice and help build relationships among students and a broad 
range of regional organizations and initiatives. Furthermore, contributions of students to 
the long-term work of regional non-profits would also bring tangible benefits to 
communities across the Northern Forest.  
 
The nature of regionally focused learning is by definition interdisciplinary. Given the 
depth and diverse focus of the NFS-related offerings already available across the region, 
however, students in the program could be advised to seek out paths that either focus 
within or cut across the following areas:  
 

• Resource Management (Forestry, Wildlife, Fish, Agriculture)  
• Natural History  

• Environmental History  
• Cultural History  

• Environment and Society  
• Sustainability  

• Policy and Law  
• Tourism and Recreation  
• Economics  

• Environmental Humanities and the Arts  
• Cultural Studies  

Students would be asked to address disciplinary distribution requirements consistent with 
existing policies at participating institutions as well as guidelines that underscore the 
integrative nature of the NFS program. These include integrating perspectives from areas 
such as environmental studies, land use, cultural history, economics, natural history, and 
the arts. Within the context of an individually designed 45-credit undergraduate major, a 
truly interdisciplinary distribution would necessarily impel students toward more diverse 



 4 

engagement of Northern Forest issues with an opportunity to focus within one specific 
area of interest.  
 
One example would have a student engaged principally in an NFS curriculum at a home 
institution and attend a semester or two at another NFS participating institution. Although 
this may perhaps be the most common and most accessible approach to region-based 
distributed education, the strength of the program will be in its ability to support students 
in immersive educational experienced in the specific sites about which they have chosen 
to frame their study. Additionally, for students not able to physically attend different 
institutions, distance learning options can be integrated into a degree plan. Courses 
already offered with a distance learning option as well as courses easily adapted to 
remote or hybrid models could effectively complement classroom or field-based learning 
experiences. 
 
For a second example, a student interested in "environment and society" might pursue the 
following track (Note that only major-specific courses are listed. Other degree 
requirements also required might include writing and quantitative skills competency, 
etc.):  
 
Year One: Sterling College  

A Sense of Place  
Experiential Education I  
Ecology  
Environmental Policy and Law  
Humans in the Environment  
Nature Writing: Reading and Writing the Natural World  
Natural History of the North Woods  
Forestry  
Economics and the Environment  
Black River Sketches: Landscape Art  
 

Year Two: University of Maine, Fort Kent  
Peoples of Maine  
Native Peoples of the Northeast  
Rural America  
Painting the Maine Landscape  
Local Flora  
History of Maine  
Rural Societies  
 

Year Three: Plymouth State University  
Local History Methods  
New Hampshire and New England History  
New Hampshire and New England Historical Sites  
Nature and Heritage Tourism  
Environmental Planning  
Community Planning  
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Community and Research Experience  
Environment and Society  
 

Year Four: University of Maine, Farmington 
Analysis of Rural Landscapes  
Nature and Society  
Forest Ecology and Conservation  
Cultural Ecology  
Maine's Glacial Landscape  
Senior Research Project  
Capstone Coursework  

 
III. Implementation and Logistics  
 
Northern Forest Studies is a collaborative program that exposes students to multiple 
institutions with the rationale that students are best served by higher education when 
engaged in meaningful work with real-life implications. When students are attending 
classes at more than one institution during their tenure in the program, they have 
additional opportunities to connect with communities across the region and indeed to 
shape their capstone learning experiences in regional rather than local terms. Students 
completing their degrees at multiple institutions would not only be served by different 
approaches to education and from longer-term exposure to a variety of Northern Forest 
communities; they would also benefit the institutions themselves by bringing a rich and 
diverse regional study perspective to each campus.  
 
Students could choose to enter the program in their first year; however, most likely 
students would migrate to the program after a year or more at one of the participating 
institutions. Once a student enters the program, s/he would work with an advisor to 
develop a comprehensive academic plan that would include a complete schedule of 
course and institutions appropriate to the students' chosen area of focus. Participating 
community colleges, including White Mountains Community College, could potentially 
fulfill both specific place-based course requirements and support students in the first two 
years of coursework to prepare them for work toward a NFS major in other cooperating 
four-year institutions. As outlined in the previous section, students would be free to build 
concentrations within the NFS program that combine different institutions' programs. In 
fact, in order to create incentives for students to draw on the broad array of offerings, 
minimum attendance levels are an integral part of the program proposal. This proposal 
recommends that the 45 credit hours required to complete NFS major requirements will 
need to be divided across a minimum of two institutions.  
 
Tuition could be billed by the NFS program rather than by any home institution, and 
funds would be disbursed equally to all participating institutions. All other fees (room, 
board, technology, lab, etc.) would be payable to the individual institution the student 
attends. Pending credit hour distributions during annual reviews of the program, non-
actively participating member institutions would be at risk of losing eligibility for an 
equal share of tuition generated by NFS students.  
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Further detailed policy about tuition and fees would be determined by a committee of 
representatives from participating institutions.  
 
Administration of the NFS program, although initially possible with little overhead or 
marketing outside of existing institutional programs, would benefit from a dedicated 
(part-time) administrative position. This position could be funded by participating 
institutions and/or become grant supported as the program grows. The program 
administrator – perhaps folded into the administration of NFHERN – could also serve as 
a liaison between academic administrators in participating institutions.  
 
 
IV. Outcomes  
 
The Northern Forest Studies program will cultivate a deep understanding of the 
interrelationships inherent in the region, with particular emphases on the three principal 
areas identified by the participants of the Sustainable Economy Initiative in 2008:  

• Protect and enhance the region’s assets: Invest in the people, communities, 
infrastructure and natural resource base that are the foundation of the Northern 
Forest’s distinct regional character and competitive economic advantage.  

• Expand Enterprise: Create a fertile environment for workforce, entrepreneurial 
and business development and increase the region’s ability to develop and 
commercialize new products and services that capitalize on the assets of the 
Northern Forest.  

• Coordinate and advocate as a Region: Increase the capacity of the region’s 
individuals and institutions to anticipate and adapt to change and implement new 
initiatives by working and coordinating as a region to understand and advocate for 
regional interests and priorities. 

[Economic Resurgence in the Northern Forest: Regional Strategies and 
Recommendations of the Sustainable Economy Initiative. The Northern Forest 
Center, October 2008.]  

As described in Section II above, students in the NFS program will be engaged in an 
integrative distributed learning model. As such, independent general education 
requirements and specialized skills integral to their chosen area of focus, students 
engaged in a four-year undergraduate curriculum in Northern Forest Studies (NFS) 
should graduate with proficiency in the following competency areas:  

• Be able to define the Northern Forest as a distinct biotic and cultural region  

• Demonstrate an understanding of interrelationships among economic, cultural, 
and environmental factors that shape the Northern Forest region  

• Develop a familiarity with the cultural and environmental history of the region 
and of its member states  

• Develop and utilize a framework for sharing capstone work in a continuing 
dialogue with peers, community members, and faculty  
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• Use courses and fieldwork as a basis for implementing tangible community-based 
action   

Students will collaborate with faculty, administrators, and community members to 
develop comprehensive rubrics that can be used for both individual and program 
assessment.   

 

V. Outreach  

 
The Northern Forest Studies program can be effectively promoted among participating 
institutions to existing students with little additional infrastructure; additional course and 
program opportunities could potentially complement a student's existing course of study 
and yield a richer and more diverse learning experience. In order to promote the NFS 
program to prospective students, although some outreach can be integrated into ongoing 
admissions agendas, additional unique marketing of this program will be necessary to 
fulfill the program goal of supporting regional educational initiatives.   
 
 
VI. Narrative Rationale  
 
[Adapted from Nature and Culture in the Northern Forest: Region, Heritage, and 
Environment in the Rural Northeast, edited by Pavel Cenkl (Iowa Press, March 2010)]  
 
The Northern Forest, nearly 30 million acres stretching across New York, Vermont, New 
Hampshire, and Maine, and home to almost 2 million people, is part of the larger boreal 
forest that reaches north into Canada and west across the Great Lakes. In the Northeast, 
the forest is a zone of transition between broadleaf forests of central and southern New 
England and the spruce-fir forest that stretches toward the Arctic Circle. Within this 
broad area live roughly a million year-round residents, many of whose lives are 
intimately associated with the forest ecosystem, and whose individual stories are closely 
linked to the region’s cultural and environmental history.  
   
In the story of the area’s early settlement and development, environmental, industrial, and 
cultural narratives have been inextricably connected. Early residents turned acres of 
forest into potash and charcoal to support local mining industries, and others denuded 
hillsides in Vermont and New Hampshire for farming. Henry David Thoreau, during an 
1858 visit to New Hampshire’s White Mountains described the view from Franconia’s 
Mount Lafayette as encompassing a “leopard-spotted land” of patchwork clearcuts, 
farmland, and forest. Many towns rose from the Northeast’s challenging hilly terrain in 
the 1820s and 30s, and, in one of the region’s greater historical ironies, disappeared with 
equal rapidity as more fertile and less rocky farmland was settled to the west. The 
farmhouse foundations, millraces, and miles of stone walls they left behind remain as 
stories for willing, patient readers. The second half of the nineteenth century saw the 
proliferation of large-scale logging throughout the Northeast, and the inevitable 
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accompanying fires and silt-laden streams led the native Vermont conservationist George 
Perkins Marsh to chastise North Country logging as an example of the “terrible 
destructiveness of man.” Marsh’s seminal 1864 book Man and Nature motivated other 
conservation advocates, including Joseph B. Walker and John E. Johnson to declare 
toward the end of the century that without intervention the Northern Forest would 
become a “blackened, hideous, howling wilderness.”  
   
As preservation and conservation-minded opponents to unchecked logging and 
development in the region grew more vocal toward the end of the nineteenth century, 
forest protections were gradually written into state and federal legislation. After a 
quarter-century long debate between industrial leaders and conservationists, in 1885, 
New York Governor David Hill signed a bill designating nearly three quarters of a 
million acres in the Adirondacks as a Forest Preserve. In New Hampshire, after the 
passage of the pivotal Weeks Act in 1911, the path was open to set aside federally 
protected National Forests, and many local and regional activists shepherded the creation 
of the White Mountain National Forest in the same year. Twenty years afterward, Maine 
Governor Percival Baxter proclaimed the region surrounding Mount Katahdin a 
recreational preserve for the people of Maine. In 1932, after almost three decades of 
appeals to state and federal governments, Vermont’s Green Mountain National Forest 
was set aside as a 102,000 acre conservation area, an area which would more than double 
three years later. These four major preserves, three of which are within a day’s drive of 
approximately 70 million people, include nearly 4.5 million acres of forestland. Bridging 
the land between these areas, surrounding them, and often within their boundaries, is a 
patchwork of federal, state, local, and private land holdings, the last of which account for 
nearly 85% of total land ownership in the Northern Forest as a whole.  
   
It is this mix of ownership, as well as the region’s accessibility for a variety of 
recreational, developmental, and industrial uses that largely defines the complex and 
occasionally contentious narrative of the Northern Forest. The last quarter of the 
twentieth century saw a series of significant land sales, principally from defunct or 
consolidating paper and lumber operations to developers. Public outcry at the apparent 
loss of public access to these lands, the loss of jobs that accompanied their sale, as well as 
the considerable cost to northeastern states to purchase many of these properties for 
conservation purposes has been vocal and effective. The land sales of the 1980s and 90s 
have been catalysts that have helped to shape continuing discussions and affect policy 
decisions that attempt to balance local environmental, economic, and cultural concerns 
with pressures of outside interests.  The 1994 Northern Forest Lands Council report, for 
example, was an attempt to use a variety of lenses to index the Northern Forest as a 
unique place and to suggest some possible directions for its future development and 
preservation. Dozens of non-profit organizations across the Northeast, in growing 
collaboration, advocate for a variety of initiatives to preserve both the Northern Forest’s 
cultural and environmental heritage. In only one example of the kind of innovative 
collaboration that current land use demands, in response to the 2001 proposed sale of 
171,000 acres in northern New Hampshire by International Paper, in October 2003, a 
diversity of conservation, forestry, and recreation organizations, with the help of New 
Hampshire state officials and federal Forest Legacy and Wetlands Conservation grants, 
successfully purchased and protected from development what is now known as the 
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Connecticut Headwaters region. Nonprofit organizations such at the Northern Forest 
Center have worked to consolidate and focus regional resources to work toward a 
sustainable environmental, economic, and cultural future for forest.  
   
In many ways, the intimate wildness of the Northeast has strengthened residents’ 
connection to the land they live on – the thick undergrowth, forested mountainsides, 
hidden ponds and streams insists upon thorough knowledge and close reading of the 
stories written in the layers of forest duff. As early as the 1880s, essayists such as 
Bradford Torrey and Frank Bolles sought to retell the stories hidden in derelict barns and 
fallow fields and orchards across New Hampshire’s White Mountains. Today’s writers 
follow their footsteps through now trackless woods to trace what John Elder has called 
“the natural, historical, and aesthetic thickness of the landscape.” As much as 
contemporary discourse about the Northern Forest largely centers on conservation 
easements, sustainable timber harvesting, and the future of a rural economy, it also 
considers the story of region as a unique place. The intent of the Northern Forest Studies 
program is to define the region as broadly as possible, geographically, ecologically, and 
culturally, in order to most effectively explore the layering of cultural and natural history 
in the Northern Forest’s often contested terrain.  
   
 
VII. Conclusion  
   
As proposed, The Northern Forest Studies program addresses a diverse range of 
community and student needs across the region and beyond. As the first consortium of 
institutions defined by and focused on the intersection of cultural and ecological ideas, 
the NFS program draws together the existing expertise of some of the region's leading 
institutions of higher education to build a deep and lasting dialogue across disciplinary, 
institutional, and geographic boundaries.  
 
Students will develop a proficiency in both the specifics of the Northern Forest - from 
cultural and natural history to policy to economy, tourism, and resource management - 
and develop a 'toolkit' with which they will be able to meaningfully participate in 
discussions about sustainability on regional and local levels in the context of a global 
economy. Students graduating from this program will be at the forefront of advocacy, 
policy, and educational initiatives as we continue to shape the future of the Northern 
Forest.   
 
Contact  
   
Pavel Cenkl  
Dean of Academics  
Sterling College  
16 Sterling Drive  
Craftsbury Common, VT 05827  
802-586-7711 ext. 140  
   
pcenkl@sterlingcollege.edu  
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Northern Forest Studies 
Proposal  

Catalog Course Descriptions 
 

College/University  Course Offered  Course Description 

Sterling College  A Sense of Place  

During the Fall Intensive, students experience an 
intensive introduction to the ecology, society, and 
culture of their new environment in northern New 
England. This includes studying local botany, 
human history, land-use practices of the regional 
economy, and the local artisan community. 
Students begin outdoor challenge activities and 
small group work, learn about establishing norms 
of social conduct, build community, and initiate 
conversations about what it means to live 
sustainably. This course consists of group 
discussions, tours, orientations to various Sterling 
College programs, and outdoor activities.  

   Environmental Policy & Law  

Explores the political structure and functions of 
government, examines the legislative process, and 
studies the evolution of important federal laws and 
policy. Each student investigates pending 
environmental legislation in a specific area of 
concern at both the state and federal level. Field 
trips consist of visits to the Vermont Legislature to 
discuss environmental issues and bills with 
legislators and lobbyists.  

   Land Use Planning  

We examine historical patterns of land use in North 
America, geography as a determinant of land use, 
and social, economic and political influences on 
development and control of land. There is an 
introduction to the process of planning, including 
the role of governments and local citizens in land 
development and control. Each student conducts an 
extensive deed research to better understand the 
historical use of local land. Includes field exercises 
in analysis of land use development and issues.  

   Nature Writing: Reading and 
Writing the Natural World  

This course explores traditional and contemporary 
nature writing in order to examine the ways in 
which this genre—and its cultural function—has 
changed with our increased awareness of the 
influence of humans on the non-human world. 
Texts include the work of such writers as Henry 
David Thoreau, Janisse Ray, Wendell Berry, Terry 
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Tempest Williams, Gary Snyder, Michael Pollan, 
Jamaica Kincaid, Annie Dillard, and Edward 
Abbey (as well as selected films). At the heart of 
our exploration lie such questions as: What does it 
mean to represent the non-human world through 
language? What role do language and literature 
play in our understanding of the relationship 
between humans and our physical environment? 
What do cultural texts (literature, film, visual art, 
etc.) reveal about this relationship and how it has 
changed over history? Why has traditional nature 
writing been so dominated by white voices, and 
what perspectives do other voices offer? How have 
more recent writers challenged traditional 
paradigms of the human/nature relationship 
through writing? Reading and discussion are 
complemented by regular writing, through which 
we analyze examples of literary nature writing, as 
well as consider our own experiences of and 
insights about the world around us. Written projects 
include keeping an informal journal and writing 
both analytical and creative essays. Significant time 
will be spent outside the classroom.  

   Literature of Rural Experience  

Discussion of the values and influences of rural life 
as reflected in selections from North American 
regional literature. Includes an investigation of 
literary devices and style in these works.  

   Canoe Trip Guiding  

Students learn skills necessary for leading an 
extended trip (6 or more days) on the waterways of 
northern New York, northern New England, or 
Canada. Students are involved in trip planning, 
food packing, and equipment choice. During the 
trip, students refine their paddling, portaging, 
navigation and leadership skills. Written reports 
before, during, and after the trip place the student 
in the role of a commercial canoeing outfitter with 
emphasis on detailed planning, risk management, 
and setting appropriate expectations for clients.  

   Natural History of the North 
Woods  

This course is a field-based exploration of the flora 
and vegetation of the North Woods, with an 
emphasis on the ecological interplay between 
temperate deciduous and boreal forest biomes. 
Students build on foundational principles of natural 
history and ecology through development and 
practice of observation, identification, and 
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interpretation skills and the keeping of a refined 
naturalist field journal. Topics include a botanical 
survey of woody plant families and representative 
species, natural community composition and 
structure, biogeographic concepts, ecological 
succession, identification and classification skills 
(including an introduction to botanical keys, as well 
as extensive use of other types of field guides), and 
the history and philosophy of Natural History.  

   Geology w/ Lab  

This course is an introduction to geology and 
geomorphic processes. Students are introduced to 
rock types, degradational forces, the geologic time 
scale, plate tectonics, geologic evolution of 
landscapes, and major landforming processes such 
as fluvial geomorphology, periglacial processes, 
and glacial geology. This course is a global survey 
but pays special attention to the physical 
landscapes of the circumpolar regions and 
Northeastern North America.  

   Vertebrate Natural History w/ 
lab  

This course is a biological exploration of 
vertebrates with emphasis on northern 
environments such as tundra, boreal forest, and 
northern hardwood forests. We survey the major 
taxonomic groups, including fishes, amphibians, 
reptiles, mammals, and birds, with concentration on 
mammals and birds. We investigate evolutionary 
origins and relationships, anatomy and physiology, 
systematics, field identification, life histories, 
behavior, and adaptations to life in northern 
environments. Lectures and labs are complimented 
by extensive field trips.  

   Forestry  

A study of the history of forest use, principles of 
forest management, concepts of forest ecology, and 
the practice of silviculture. Lab exercises and field 
experiences support material presented in class. 
Field trip destinations include managed forests 
across northeastern Vermont.  

   Woodlot Practices  

Prerequisite for woodlot work crew. Practical work 
experience in a variety of woodlots. Students 
develop safe and efficient techniques for carrying 
out silvicultural prescriptions, including thinning 
and harvesting of forest products using hand tools 
and chain saws. This class is treated as an 
employment situation with emphasis on good work 
habits and productivity.  



 13 

   Forestry Techniques  
Introduces specific skills encountered in forestry 
related work: tree measurements, log and lumber 
measurements, forest sampling, and mapping.  

   Exploring Alternative 
Agriculture  

An introduction to alternative farming through the 
classics of sustainable agricultural literature and 
through visits to local farming operations. 
Approaches surveyed will include organic, 
biodynamic, homesteading, natural farming, 
perennial polyculture, permaculture, and holistic 
management. Field trips take students to 
contrasting local farm operations, from corporate 
operations to homesteads and from family farms to 
land trusts.  

   Field Ornithology  
Builds skills in field identification of New England 
birds by sight and sound. Includes extensive field 
work and a visit to a coastal sanctuary.  

   Spring Flora  

This course is a field-based botanical survey of 
local flora, with a focus on spring wildflowers. 
Students learn plant taxonomy and advanced field 
identification skills through intensive field 
exercises and exploration of a variety of New 
England habitats. Emphasis is on learning botanical 
terms and concepts through extensive use of 
botanical keys and field guides, as well as hands-on 
experience with the flora. We will follow a 
latitudinal cross-section of New England from 
south to north (with occasional forays into the 
adjacent mountains), following the progression of 
spring.  

   Economics and the 
Environment  

Applies key economic concepts to current issues 
with an emphasis on environmental concerns and 
the role of economics in decisions about resource 
use. Introduces such concepts as supply and 
demand, mergers and market structure, government 
roles in the market, externalities, discounting, 
benefit/cost analysis, and international trade theory. 
Introduces alternative economic models, including 
theories of ecological economics and sustainable 
development.  

   Black River Sketches: 
Landscape Art  

This class will focus on creating art related to the 
landscape of the Black River Watershed. It is open 
to students with any level of experience with art. 
The class will employ a combination of on-site art 
making, discussion, individual meetings and group 
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critiques to facilitate the understanding and the 
practice of making landscape art. We will focus 
primarily on the activities of drawing and painting. 
Specifically we will spend time painting and 
sketching in the field. We will attempt to organize 
our work around salient features of the local 
landscape wit brief field trips in the Black River 
Valley and Lake Memphremagog.  

   Summer Agriculture Program  

A 12-15 credit immersive program in Sustainable 
Agriculture. Classroom instruction, hands-on 
training, and work on the farm are combined to 
teach sustainable practices and to foster discussion 
about agricultural issues. Classes are taught in an 
integrated fashion through lecture, reading, and 
discussion, student projects and research, work on 
the Sterling farm, and field trips to local farms and 
the Northeast Organic Farming Association 
(NOFA) Summer Conference.  

   

Plymouth State 
University  Cultural Anthropology  

An introduction to the study of people and cultures 
around the world. A brief survey of the four major 
divisions of anthropology (archaeology, cultural, 
physical, linguistics) is followed by a 
comprehensive discussion of the concept of culture 
and its technological, social and ideological 
components.  

   State and Local Government  

The politics of the state and its subdivisions with 
considerable attention to state and local 
governments' roles in the federal system. Critical 
analysis of institutions, process and behavior, with 
particular attention to New England.  

   Local History Methods  

Employs place-based techniques to explore broader 
theoretical, methodological and practical concerns 
in history. Allows students to develop an 
understanding of the past through a critical 
awareness of uses of the past. Students create a 
presentation of local history to present to the 
public. Familiarizes students with the various 
topics, research methods, analytical techniques and 
forms of presentation for local history using 
Plymouth as a model.  

   Historical Archaeology  
An introduction to the study of people and cultures 
around the world. A brief survey of the four major 
divisions of anthropology (archaeology, cultural, 
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physical, linguistics) is followed by a 
comprehensive discussion of the concept of culture 
and its technological, social and ideological 
components.  

   Northern American Pre-history  

Examines the diverse ancient societies of North 
America, from before 12,000 BC up until European 
contact. Topics include the mound builders, the 
pueblos of the Southwest and the prehistoric people 
of New England. Special emphasis is given to 
archaeological sites in New Hampshire and there 
will be opportunities to handle local artifacts in the 
classroom.  

   Natives of North America  

Discusses and analyzes traditional Indian cultures 
from an anthropological perspective which includes 
patterns of subsistence, social organization and 
ideology. Culture change, conflict and the 
contemporary status of native groups are 
considered within the context of national political 
and legal policies  

   Environmental Planning  

Designed to promote the understanding and 
appropriate use of the natural environment. 
Students learn to utilize the tools and 
methodologies that can be used in a community to 
plan for the future while respecting the living 
landscape.  

   Travel and Tourism  
Designed to provide an overview of the processes 
that shape global travel and tourism patterns and 
their consequences  

   Nature and Heritage Tourism  

Expands awareness of how conservation and 
preservation practices have important consequences 
for the tourism industry as well as local 
communities and their hinterlands. Students read 
and discuss works of fiction, participate in 
fieldwork and design original solutions to problems 
posed by the instructor.  

   New Hampshire and New 
England History  

Studying New Hampshire and New England 
history allows students to learn more about a 
particular region and to see how past events and 
movements at the local level interacted with or 
were influenced by various events and cultural 
changes on the national and international levels. 
New Hampshire furnishes an example of a state 
that played a fairly important role in colonial 
history and then declined in importance as the 
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United States grew in area and population. The 
topics covered should create an awareness of the 
place of New Hampshire and New England in the 
various events that make up United States History  

   New Hampshire and New 
England Historical Sites  

Illustrates aspects of New England history that 
have had significant roles in determining the course 
of regional development. Includes field trips to 
important museums, abandoned town and industrial 
sites, urban locations, tourist meccas and 
contemporary locations that show the impact of 
growth and change.  

   Tourism Management & Policy 
Internship  

Students engage in an individualized work program 
(40 hours per credit) at an agency that emphasizes 
some aspects of tourism planning, marketing or 
policy formulation.  

   Introduction to Travel and 
Tourism  

Designed to provide an overview of the processes 
that shape global travel and tourism patterns and 
their consequences  

   Tourism Marketing Analysis  

Focuses upon efforts to lure visitors to 
travel/tourism attractions, events, and 
accommodations. Students examine the 
characteristics of private commercial services and 
activities, then conduct pertinent research and 
design marketing/promotion strategies  

   Tourism Planning and 
Development  

Examines the phenomenon of tourism development 
at the community and sub-state regional scales, as 
well as planners' efforts to mitigate negative 
impacts. Presents an objective viewpoint of 
developers' and planning boards' motivations and 
actions. Using a series of empirical case studies, 
class members have an opportunity to evaluate the 
actions of the respective groups. Class members 
apply the techniques they have learned to address 
the tourism development issues of a community in 
northern New England  

   Topics in Hospitality & 
Tourism Management  

Focuses upon current issues that are affecting the 
tourism industry. Among the potential topics are: 
ecotourism, sustainability, heritage preservation 
and tourism, and hospitality issues. May be 
repeated for credit with a different topic  

   Tourism/ Hospitality Practicum  
Exposes students to the inner workings of tourism 
destinations, attractions, and accommodations. 
Following a preliminary course meeting to review 
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the travel and tourism industry, students schedule 
pre-approved (i.e., by the instructor) appointments 
and meet with owners or general managers of a 
destination, an attraction, and an accommodation. 
Students complete a written and an oral report 
about each site visit  

   Community and Research 
Experience  

Engages students in experiential learning about the 
challenges of working in interdisciplinary teams 
and perspectives. Provides students with 
opportunities to research significant issues of local 
or regional scale using multiple perspectives in a 
collaborative. Each spring one or more research 
teams are formed to conduct a project often 
developed in cooperation with an NGO or 
government agency to meet the needs of that 
organization and/or a community in the region. The 
projects are not theoretical or broad in scope, but 
rather focused on the kinds of problems that 
graduates might expect to face.  

   Environmental Planning  

Designed to promote the understanding and 
appropriate use of the natural environment. 
Students learn to utilize the tools and 
methodologies that can be used in a community to 
plan for the future while respecting the living 
landscape.  

   Community Planning  

A survey of the philosophy, principles and 
processes of regional and community planning. 
Emphasis is on analysis of planning problems 
related to the natural and human-made 
environments at the national, state and local levels.  

   Environmental Geography  

Examines the Earth as the home of humans. 
Develops a foundation by investigating Earth 
Systems and Cycles, such as the atmosphere, the 
lithosphere and the oceans. Looks at human 
interaction with and impact upon these systems. 
Students develop skills with the tools of geography 
in our analyses, such as map interpretation, 
geographic information systems and aerial image 
analysis  

   Public History and Local 
History Methods  

Employs place-based techniques to explore broader 
theoretical, methodological and practical concerns 
in history. Allows students to develop an 
understanding of the past through a critical 
awareness of uses of the past. Students create a 
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presentation of local history to present to the 
public. Familiarizes students with the various 
topics, research methods, analytical techniques and 
forms of presentation for local history using 
Plymouth as a model.  

   Environment & Society  

A study of the relationships between social 
organization, culture and the environment. Current 
environmental problems and policy issues are 
debated, and their connections with society and 
culture are a focus. The meanings of nature and 
wilderness are also discussed. Other topics include: 
environmental justice, the history and workings of 
the environmental movement, greenwashing, public 
attitudes towards the environment and the idea of 
sustainability.  

    

University of 
Maine : Fort Kent  Peoples of Maine  

This course will be an overview of the major ethno-
racial and other social groups of contemporary 
Maine. We will cover history, economics, politics, 
geography, life-style, ethnic and group identity 
formation and maintenance, immigration, and the 
concepts of assimilation, ethnic resistance, 
acculturation, diversity and pluralism. We will 
cover at least- roughly in the order of appearance- 
the Native nations of Maine; Anglo-American 
Yankee culture; Franco-American ethnic groups; 
Irish-Americans; African-Americans; some of the 
new immigrants (post 1960), such as Vietnamese; 
Somali; Lebanese; Latin-American and Caribbean. 
Particular economic factors reviewed include: 
fisheries; lumbering; agriculture  

   Native Peoples of the Northeast  

This course covers the archaeology, history, 
ethnology, past and present contemporary cultures 
of the indigenous people of the Northeast. We will 
primarily focus on the Wabanaki groups of New 
England and their Maritimes: the Penobscot, 
Passamaquoddies, Malisites, Mikmaqs, and 
Abenakis. We will cover the Iroquoian Wendat and 
Mohawk and the Southern Algonquans  

   Rural America  

This course is on American rural culture. It is an 
upper-level seminar discussing the history, cultural 
development, and current cultural systems of 
selected regional cultures, communities and rural 
identities in North America. We will focus on the 
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following rural regions: Appalachia and the 
Ozarks, New England, the prairie West, the Upper 
Peninsula, the Rio Grande Valley and the 
Mississippi delta. We will consider selected rural-
based cultures and communities, the history of rural 
America, rural identity, and the changes to rural 
America since 1960  

   Painting the Maine Landscape  

The Maine landscape through the eyes of the 
painters is the topic of this course, which combines 
the actual practice of painting with an 
introduction to the history of landscape painting in 
Maine.  

   Environmental Policy  

This is a course designed to examine governmental 
policy in the area of environmental issues. It  will 
explore the reasons for policy development that 
impact government decisions. It will attempt to 
illustrate the struggle that individuals face in the 
development of environmental policy.  

   Local Flora  

An introductory field study of our local plants, 
including the herbaceous wildflowers, trees, shrubs, 
ferns and fern allies, mosses, fungi, and lichens. 
Students will become familiar with the plants 
growing in our local bogs, forests, and along 
riversides through field and 
laboratory observations, discussion of life histories 
and the principles of identification, and 
consideration of common uses.  

   Environmental Impact 
Assessment  

designed to provide students with the historical 
framework of and hands-on experience with 
methodologies used in environmental assessment.  
Students will discuss current and past laws as they 
pertain to environmental assessment and gain 
experience with current practices used to assess 
potential impacts of human endeavors  

   History of Maine  
Examines Maine State history, emphasizing social, 
economic, and political changes in nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries.  

   Rural Societies  

This course covers peasant societies, the history of 
rural North America, ranching, herding, fishing, 
lumbering, mining, and farming ways of life, the 
nature of small town society, rural industrialism, 
resource use, ecotourism, cultural tourism, and the 
impact of globalism.  
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University of 
Maine: 

Farmington  
Prehistory of North America  

the Prehistory of North America surveys the social 
history and adaptive ingenuity of First Nation 
societies in North American. Controversies, 
puzzles and particular sites are intensively 
examined from a post-processual perspective.  
Spans the earliest settlement to the proto-historical  

   Analysis of Rural Landscapes  

Survey of rural landscape elements and their 
cultural significance. The evolution of human-made 
landscapes is examined. Relationships among 
landscapes, economics, art, literature, film, mass 
media, and science are investigated. Emphasis is 
placed on environmental perception and writing 
skills needed to document landscape content. Films 
and local landscapes provide case studies.  

   Nature and Society  

This course examines the relationships between 
nature and society from a geographic perspective. 
Case studies of the factors mediating 
human/environmental relationships illustrate the 
theoretical and empirical problems confronting 
humans in their decisions regarding resource use 
and management.  

   Environmental Law  

An introduction to the federal laws regulating air, 
water and soil quality, mitigating environmental 
mistakes of the past, and seeking a sustainable 
equilibrium with the ecosystem for the future. The 
operation of parallel laws and regulations in Maine 
will also be examined  

   Environmental Issues  

This course will examine the ethical, economic and 
cultural context of environmental issues from a 
geographic perspective. Case studies of policy and 
planning successes and failures will be used to 
understand the perspective of decision makers and 
stakeholders.  

   Environmental & Natural 
Resources Economics  

This course considers the economics aspects of 
resource and environmental issues.  The concepts 
of externalities, public goods common property 
resources are covered as well as the measurement 
of costs and benefits of environmental policy in 
order to estimate socially optimal levels of 
environmental quality.  Applications of these tools 
will be make to air and water pollution, fisheries, 
and energy.  Various policy responses to 
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environmental issues, such as regulation, 
marketable permits and tax incentives, will be 
discussed  

   Forest Ecology and 
Conservation  

A study of the ecology, management, and 
conservation of plant species and forest 
ecosystems. Focus on ecological principles and 
their application to sustaining biological diversity 
in exploited and pristine habitats. Field work and 
examples will emphasize Maine forests and 
controversies. Field trips, writing, oral 
presentations, and group and independent inquiry 
are required  

   Cultural Ecology  

This course will investigate the relationship of 
human beings to various geographical locations on 
earth.  We will examine adaptation and subsistence 
strategies of foragers, pastoralists, intensive 
agriculturalists, and industrial agriculturalists.  We 
will study small scale societies in the form of 
ethnographies and ethnographic descriptions 
paying close attention to the role of kinship, 
technology, innovation, and acculturation in each 
society studied.  This course will focus on the role 
of the ethnographer as participant observer in each 
society studied.  

   Maine’s Glacial Landscape  

This course examines the dynamics of Quaternary 
(the last two million years) climate variability, with 
emphasis on climate change during the most recent 
10,000 years. Continental glaciers, often as much 
as a mile thick, covered Maine during most of this 
geologic period. Massive ice sheets scraped and 
scoured the Maine landscape into the topography 
we see today. Field trips and laboratory exercises 
focus on identification of glacial features and on 
paleoecology techniques used to interpret climate 
changes. Lectures expose students to current 
scientific research on climate variability and 
discuss the effects of climate on the landscape.  

      

White Mountain 
Community 

College  

North Country Literature and 
New England Tradition  

Local literature is read in the context of the canon 
of New England literature. Students discuss, read 
and write about the Yankee perspective as revealed 
in poetry, essays, stories and novels by Maine, New 
Hampshire and Vermont writers.  
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   Introduction to Tree and Shrub 
Identification  

An introduction to the morphology and 
classification of the common trees and shrubs of 
northern New England, stressing identification in 
the field.  

     

Lyndon State 
College  Anthropology Field Work  

This course is designed to train students in social 
science fieldwork techniques with emphasis on 
anthropological qualitative methods of participant 
observation, interview, kinship analysis, life case 
history, and photography. It will involve traveling 
to and living among the group under study. The 
actual field study will be preceded by preparatory 
background study and followed by data analysis 
and a written report.  

   Introduction to Geology I  

This course investigates changes that have occurred 
in landscapes over a long time which are detected 
by a study of the processes of rock weathering, 
erosion, deposition, regional uplift and subsidence, 
folding and faulting, metamorphism and igneous 
activity. The instruction proposes a partial geologic 
history of northern New England that appears 
consistent with these processes and also consistent 
with observations made on field trips. The course 
provides exercises using topographic maps, vertical 
aerial photographs and geologic maps. The course 
requires three classroom hours and one two-hour 
lab per week.  

   Vermont History  

This course provides a close look at Vermont’s 
historical, social, and economic development, its 
problems as a republic, the struggle for statehood, 
and its constitution and government today. The 
instruction observes Vermont’s place in American 
civilization from its inventive, cultural, educational, 
literary, and political contributions.  

   Environmental Policy, Politics 
& the Law  

This course provides an orientation to the process 
and policy of laws and ethical issues that govern 
the management of natural resources. This course 
includes topics such as multiple-use of private and 
public lands, balancing conservation and 
preservation practices and policy, and a cross 
discipline examination of ideas, beliefs, values, and 
actions regarding environmental policies, laws and 
practices. This upper-level course requires a basic 
understanding of and ability to report applied 
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research, data collection techniques and 
methodologies.  

   Public Relations  

The course focuses on public relationships between 
an organization and its stakeholders and the theory 
and practice of PR. The instruction teaches the 
development of PR, and offers practical tools for 
relating to the media, gaining publicity, and dealing 
with crises.  

   Vermont Politics  

Vermont Politics examines the electoral and 
political party structures, partisan activities and 
significant interest groups affecting contemporary 
political division within Vermont. The instruction 
provides lectures, student participation in 
individual research projects, and guest speakers 
involved in the state‘s political process  

 
     

Paul Smith's 
College  Nature and Culture  

This course introduces students to major aspects of 
the interaction between human beings and the 
environment. Focus is on the historical and cultural 
connections between people and the environment. 
Human conceptions about the nature of nature, the 
wilderness, conservation, parks, recreation, etc. are 
discussed along with the shaping roles of religion, 
philosophy, art, literature, pop culture, and politics. 
Among the diverse topics covered are urban and 
rural ecologies; communication and sense of place; 
gender, ethnicity, and class; the arts and artists; 
indigenous cultures; ethics, law, and the education 
system; the impact of media in popular culture; 
agriculture, business and tourism.  

   Natural History of North 
American Vertebrates  

This course introduces students to the biodiversity 
and natural history of vertebrates that live in North 
America. The focus will be on fish, amphibians, 
reptiles, birds and mammals with an emphasis on 
vertebrates that live in the eastern United States. 
Students will be able to identify vertebrates as well 
as demonstrate an understanding of vertebrate 
anatomy, physiology, behavior, reproduction, life 
history and ecology.  

   Introduction to Wildlife 
Management  

This course provides an introduction to the 
principles involved in the maintenance of 
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sustainable wildlife populations. The focus of the 
course is in two major areas: (1) the ecological and 
biological principles underlying wildlife 
conservation, such as habitat, population dynamics, 
and animal behavior, and (2) the role of humans in 
wildlife conservation, including both the effects of 
wildlife exploitation and the effects of various 
restoration and management practices. The major 
emphasis of the course is on, but not completely 
limited to, terrestrial vertebrate animals.  

   Fisheries Management  

This course provides a basic understanding of 
fisheries management principles. Emphasis in 
lecture is placed on the theory, principles and 
practices of fisheries science and management of 
streams, ponds and lakes. The course will cover 
fisheries assessments, population estimation 
techniques, age and growth studies, watershed 
evaluation, stream and lake improvement, fish life 
history features, and fish stocking and propagation. 
New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation practices of fisheries administration 
and management in the Adirondacks an Federal 
Fish and Wildlife Services management of the 
Lake Champlain Basin will also be explored.  

   Introduction to Forestry  

A lecture and laboratory course which gives 
students a broad survey of forestry history, federal, 
state and private forest management, timber 
harvesting practices, outdoor recreation, wildlife, 
silviculture, mensuration, and aspects of the forest 
products industry. The laboratory is designed to get 
students into the woods and introduce the use of 
hand tools, saws, mechanized equipment and safe 
woodworking practices. The course covers 
procedures for measuring trees, wildlife habitat 
improvement, scaling, and running a compass line.  

   Dendrology  

The identification, taxonomy, ecology, geographic 
ranges and uses of trees of North America with 
emphasis on the commercially-important species. 
Field trips survey native Adirondack trees, shrubs, 
and some introduced ornamentals.  

   Forest Health  

This seven-week course is designed to give 
students an introduction to some of the most 
important factors that affect the health of forest 
ecosystems, especially forest fire, insects, and 
disease. The overall concept of "forest health" is 
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introduced and important concepts of forest 
ecology that relate to forest health are covered. The 
bulk of the course is devoted to coverage of 
particular issues related to forest fire (effects, 
behavior, and control), insects and disease (major 
species, their effects, and control) and other factors, 
such as pollution and deforestation. (  

   Forestry Field Ecology  

This course will allow the participants to gain field 
experience in the forest ecosystems of the 
Adirondack region. Students will evaluate forest 
composition and structure by performing 
inventories of over-story and under-story 
vegetation. Ecosystem function will also be 
analyzed, requiring students to closely observe soil 
characteristics, and nitrogen, carbon and water 
cycling. The spruce bog, lowland conifer, mixed 
woods and upland hardwood zone will be studied 
on site over the two week course. The course will 
require journal readings, as well as daily laboratory 
reports. Students should also be in good physical 
condition and expect to walk several hours per day.  

   Forest Ecology  

The course deals with forest ecosystems-
assemblages of trees and their communities and the 
environments in which they live. Ecological 
principles governing forest establishment, 
competition, succession and growth will be 
covered, providing the student with an 
understanding of ecological relationships which are 
basic to managing trees and forests from the urban 
environment to the forested watershed. (  

   Forest Soils  

A synthesis of landscape interpretation from the 
very bedrock up, through parent materials, land-use 
history, vegetation, and ultimately to atmosphere 
and climate, as they all work together to form forest 
soils. Emphasis is on New York State soils as a 
basis for comparison with soils of other forested 
regions of the United States (New England, Great 
Lakes, Southeast, Northwest). Here is an attempt to 
find out why plants, especially tree species, grow 
where they do.  

   Forest Management  

This course is designed to teach the fundamentals 
of decision-making in relation to forest 
management. The course has three major parts. The 
first part deals with land and timber appraising 
techniques: the time value of money and 
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investment decision models are discussed, along 
with forest taxation. The second part deals with the 
traditional methods for regulating even- and 
uneven-aged forests, rotation determination and 
allowable cut calculations. The third part covers the 
more advanced topics, such as linear programming 
for maximization, multiple use management 
practices (with an emphasis on recreation, wildlife, 
and water), appraisal of non-timber resources and 
the fundamentals for writing a forest management 
plan. Computers are used extensively and the use 
of Geographic Information Systems for 
development of the students' management plans is 
strongly encouraged.  

 

   Forest Policy  

This course will examine the evolution of forestry 
as an applied science. Emphasis will be placed on 
identifying the major scientific and social drivers 
which have created the emergence of new 
paradigms in forestry. Policy and actual forestry 
practices will be examined concurrently to better 
understand how land-use decisions are made. The 
scope of this course will range from local forestry 
issues within the Adirondack Park, to global issues 
faced in the developing world which, strive to 
strike a balance between development and 
preservation. General topics will include historical 
land-use shifts, environmentalism, economic shifts, 
interagency conflict, conservation mechanisms, and 
cross-border forest policies.  

   Intro to Natural Resources & 
Society  

This course will be taught in an interdisciplinary 
fashion addressing the scientific, economic, and 
legal issues related to natural resource allocation. 
The course will begin with a conceptual overview 
of key issues, and trace the evolution of natural 
resource utilization and management. The course 
will examine both domestic and global resource 
challenges. In an effort to expose students to a 
broad range of topics, a module format will be 
utilized allowing approximately one week per 
topic. Students will be expected to consider 
resource allocation issues from a variety of 
professional and socio-economic perspectives. 
Particular attention will be given to options and 
tools for affecting resource allocation and 
environmental quality. Specific natural resource 
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issues addressed will include resource stewardship, 
population growth, poverty, agriculture, water 
resources, air pollution, energy, climate change, 
and non-renewable resources.  

   Land Use Planning  

This course will expose the students to the practices 
and concepts of land-use and site planning as used 
to guide and direct development. The course will 
give the students an appreciation of how the bio-
physical environment and human social systems 
can be made to work together through the planning 
process. Skills that will be developed include 
ecological analysis, cartography, and social science 
research methods. The course will examine case 
studies where different approaches to land use 
planning were used. It will look at the similarities 
and differences among the case studies, within the 
context of the goals, politics, economics and 
cultural differences.  

   Wilderness Management  

This course provides an introduction to the basic 
concepts of wilderness designation and 
management. Students will study wilderness 
management in the United States with an emphasis 
on the Adirondacks. Course material also includes 
the study of the leisure concept, its impact on 
wilderness use and how regulatory agencies deal 
with it. Students have a first-hand opportunity to 
meet and talk with regional wilderness managers.  

   Natural Resource Economics  

This course will cover important economic 
principles relevant to natural resource management 
with an emphasis on forest-based resources. Topics 
will include supply and demand, pricing, 
investment evaluation, net revenue maximization, 
non-timber forest products and the emerging field 
of ecosystem service valuation. These topics will 
be explored through a variety of case studies, both 
domestic and international in scope. Emphasis will 
be placed on learning to construct strong, 
defensible, land-use arguments through the use of 
quantitative analysis.  

   Landscape Ecology  

Landscape ecology is the youngest of the 
ecological sciences and is growing largely because 
of recent concern for maintaining and restoring 
environmental quality and habitat integrity. In fact, 
an understanding of the ecology of landscapes (and 
regions) is central to effective decision making in 



 28 

conservation planning, management and policy 
development. In this course, ecological structure, 
function, and change over both time and space will 
be addressed in the context of both landscapes and 
regions. We will look beyond typical land use and 
political boundaries to consider the broader spatial 
context of human activities and their impacts.  

   Contemporary Environmental 
Writers  

This upper-division literature course will survey 
contemporary non-fiction and literary journalism 
that focuses on issues in nature, natural history, the 
environment, and related topics. Students will 
examine literature that reveals and interprets the 
environment and its social, philosophical, 
economic, and cultural contexts and implications. 
Readings may include works by noted 
contemporary writers such as E. O. Wilson, Barry 
Lopez, Edward Abbey, Terry Tempest Williams, 
Bill McKibben, Wendell Berry, Sue Hubbell, 
Farley Mowat, Gary Paul Nabhan, Rick Bass, 
Annie Dillard, Peter Matthiessen, Stephen Jay 
Gould, and David Quammen.  

   Writing on Nature and the 
Environment  

This course is designed as an upper-division 
writing workshop and students will learn to use the 
range of writing and editing skills necessary to 
interpret the environment and its social, 
philosophical, economic, and cultural contexts and 
implications. This course will also expose the 
advanced writing student to techniques in non-
fiction and literary journalism employed by 
contemporary writers on issues in nature, natural 
history, the environment, and related topics. A 
student's final project will include a publishable 
work - review, feature, essay, study, or memoir - to 
be presented to the College community, as well as 
submitted for possible publication in a regional or 
national periodical  

   Philosophy of Nature  

This course explores the wide range of ideas about 
nature that philosophers and other thinkers have 
developed from ancient times to the present, and 
examines how such ideas inform (though often 
invisibly) contemporary debates concerning our 
relationship to the land, resource use, and other 
issues. General topic areas include Nature as 
Empirical Reality, Nature as Synonymous with 
Reason, Nature as Antithetical to Man, Nature as 
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Moral Lawgiver, Nature as Aesthetic Norm, and 
Ecological Ideas. Discussion will draw on thinkers 
ranging from Aristotle, Tertullian, and Descartes to 
Thoreau, Aldo Leopold, and Frederick Turner. This 
philosophical component is complemented by 
readings and discussions of materials from the 
current press and recent publications.  

   Nature and Art  

Students will explore the influence of various 
theories of nature on visual artists throughout 
history. In turn, the influence of art on human 
perception of nature, especially as reflected in the 
conservationist movement, will be studied. 
Representative works in painting, sculpture, 
architecture, photography, film, and video from 
earliest times to the contemporary period will be 
discussed. Human expression in landscape design 
and other manipulations of nature will also form 
part of the course. Many cultures, particularly 
Japanese and Native American, will be examined 
for their contributions to human appreciation of the 
natural world.  

  
 


